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English Version

Navarathri season around 5 or 6 years ago.. an unusual throng of devotees flowed to the
Chottanikkara temple. The particular rush was not just for the divine darshan, but to watch and
enjoy the ‘Pavizhamallitharamelam’ organized at the temple, led by actor Padmashri Jayaram.
The actor and team started off slowly in the ‘Pathikaala’ and went on to mesmerize the eager
enthusiasts with their ethereal magic with thaalas. Once the melam ended, the actor got
himself acquainted with his team members.. and when he came to know one of them was a



banker, a smile spread across his face.. and he said, “Mashe, | am so glad you could find time
out of your busy schedule to take part in the melam. And you have done a wonderful job. We
will meet again.” The banker who was thus appreciated by actor Jayaram is today’s talented
banker :

Syam Krishna
South Indian Bank Ltd
Retail Banking Office, Ernakulam

Syam's is an artistic family. His father K G Radhakrishnan though worked as an X ray technician,
was known as a theatre artist. He was an actor for a long time in the Kalanilayam drama troupe.
His mother Indira was a Government school Music teacher. His younger brother Sarath Krishna
and sister Saranya Krishna are artistically talented.

Born in Tripunithura, Syam studied in Kodungallur Mathilakam St.Joseph High School till 10th
standard. He completed his 12th standard from Udayamperur S N D P High School. He became
the L P school zonal level ‘Kalaprathibha' while at school by winning prizes for Light music,
Carnatic music, Poetry recitation and Villadichampaatu. During the first Kalotsavam while at +2,
he won the district level second prize for Poetry recitation. It was around then that he started
his Mridangam classes from Tripunithura Syam sir and then from Korambu Namboodiri.

He started learning the family traditional artform of Sastampaatu while doing his degree classes
from Ernakulam Maharaja's College. His elder maternal uncle Kallamparambil Bharathan
Menon was his first guru. Sasthampaatu, in which the artist himself drums the ‘udukku' along
with his singing, is very prevalent still in some parts of Kerala. Stories related to the birth of
Lord Ayyappa are sung in them. Syam is a member of the Kallamparambu family which is well
known for their expertise in the art form.

While pursuing his studies itself he used to go for part-time jobs for the then prevailing Pager,
and hence getting a job after completion of his studies was just cake walk for him. He joined
ICICI bank in the year 2001 and started going for Sasthampaatu performances too the same
year.

After working with ICICI bank till 2006, he joined Reliance Capital and worked there for two
years. In 2008, he joined the Axis bank. He started his ‘Chenda’ classes from Shri Venkitesh in
the year 2006. From the time he completed his lessons, he became an inevitable member of
the world famous pooram, the Thrissur pooram. He is in charge of the ‘llathaalam' during the
36-hour-long ‘Melaperuma' that starts on the first day of the pooram before the ‘Madathil
varavu' begins.

The actor Jayaram gave Syam many opportunities to prove his talent in ‘Chendamelam'. Syam
was lucky to be part of ‘Pancharimelam' performing alongside Jayaram in various famous



temples. He considers it his boon to have been able to play ‘Chenda' at many well-known
temples with the ‘raja's in the ‘Vadhyakala' like Mattannur Sankarankutty Maarar, Peruvanam
Kuttan Maarar, Kizhakoot Aniyan Maarar, Therozhi Ramakurup, Kallur Ramankutty and
Thiruvalla Radhakrishnan.

Syam started learning ‘Maddalam’ in the year 2014 under the tutelage of Kalalayam Raju. The
most famous ‘Thookkam' in Kerala is the one at Thalayolaparambu Arayan Kaavu. For it,
pakkam is done by Maddalam artists. Syam has received many opportunities to play there too.
He also got to perform ‘Kelikottu' in various venues.

Syam gets talkative when he remembers the occasion during his tenure at Kozhikode, of the
inauguration of a hotel named ‘Pakkamelam' owned by the famous ‘Thakil' artist
Karunamoorthy. There was a melam by Padmashri Mattannur Sankarankutty during the same.
Mattannur noticed a youngster in a formal suit among those attending the function. The youth
too realised that he was being watched. After the performance, the veteran artist held the
youth's palms and enquired;

“You seem very familiar. We have met somewhere, haven’t we?”

“Yes sir, we meet every year at pooram, for the melam..” answered the youth.

“But.. why are you here? That too in this attire?”

“l am the manager at the owner’s banking partner, the Axis bank..”

“Wow! That is amazing .. you take time from such a responsible and busy job to come there
every year! That is commendable!!” said the famous artist, appreciating.

Syam has proved time and again that along with all these talents, he is as good in his workplace
too. In 2018 he won the Axis ratna award directly handed over by the MD and CEO which is a
rarity among the employees of the bank.

In the 2018 direct recruitment for Chief Managers in South Indian bank, he got selected with his
experience in Axis bank and joined as Chief Manager in retail sector, where he is still working.

He says it makes him proud to be known in the bank as a talented artist and in the performing
arts world as a banker. He is still learning Mridangam from Tripunithura Krishna Kumar.

His main supporter in his talents, Geojit employee Jayasree tied knot with him in the year 2010.
And they are blessed with the blossom of their spring, Sreebhadra who is a 3rd standard
student.

Syam thankfully remembers all his colleagues who support him in all his endeavours. His voice
rings with mixed emotions of gratitude, affection and respect when he talks about his brother



(who works as unit manager for SBI life) and his invaluable support during a performance and
how he would carry the costume and ‘Chenda' from home to the venue during occasions when
Syam is forced to go for the performance directly from the bank.

We wish his life, a complete melam of Chendamelam, Sasthampaatu and banking, may be
blessed with the right thaalas of happiness, fame, prosperity and satisfaction always.
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English version: Arya Gayathry, City Exchange, Deira Dubai Branch, UAE



